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Social Research Traditions – SOC 2911 Outline – Instructor: Kevin D. Willison


LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY [Orillia Campus]

DEPARTMENT of SOCIOLOGY

Social Research Traditions - SOC 2911

Term II – Syllabus 

Facilitator/Lecturer: Kevin D. Willison         Winter Semester: 2008

Room: LU 0007



    Class: Tuesdays and Thursdays






    Time: 1:00 – 2:30 pm 

Office Hours: Posted on WebCT

     E-mail: kdwillis@lakeheadu.ca                     





    

Required Text book
Research Decisions – Quantitative and Qualitative Perspectives. Fourth Edition. Editors: Ted Palys and Chris Atchison. By Thomson and Nelson. 2008. ISBN: 10: 0-17-610295-7
* This textbook may be purchased at: Manitcore Books, 103 Mississauga Street East, Orillia. For availability tel. (705) 326-7776.  They are open 9:30-5:30 p.m. Mon-Fri. 
Note: There will also be (testable) material handed out in class. Regular attendance is strongly advised. If you know you will be away a certain week, be sure to ask a buddy / friend to pick up a copy for you (as the Instructor will likely not bring these materials to every class). 
Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students should be able to:
(    Provide reasons for the importance of social research and measurement.
(    Demonstrate an awareness of the strengths and limitations of qualitative and 

        quantitative research strategies.
(    Compare and contrast varied approaches to conducting social science research.
(    Demonstrate awareness of research methods and evaluation, plus ethics guidelines. 
Course Organization
This course is organized around lectures, classroom discussion of the readings and other materials, and other classroom activities, such as group work. Students should feel free to ask questions at any time and to respect the right of their classmates to do so. 
Course Requirements

	 Evaluation Summary

Test 1:                     20%           - February 7, (2008)
Academic Paper      20 %          - March 4, (2008) – see attached appendixes.
Test 2 :                    20 %          - March 13, (2008)

Final Exam:             40 %          - April exam date and time set by Registrar.
                               100 %
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Please remember that, on the date of each of the tests and final exam no materials may be brought into the class room to help you complete the test or exam other than a pen and ruler. No additional aids of any kind are permitted.



Instructor’s E-mail Policy
All correspondence related to the course should be sent through the specific/related course’s WebCT. I will do my best to respond to your e-mail within 48 hours of receipt. You will likely not get a response e-mailing me the night before a test or exam. Also, I prefer to discuss your grades/marks in person during office hours rather than over an e-mail. Please plan ahead.  




Make-up Tests and/or Exams
Students who miss an exam or test due to medical illness must provide a written medical note by your (a) doctor. For other reasons, documentation may be requested. 
Note for students with disabilities Lakehead University offers appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. Please discuss any related needs you may have with the instructor within the first two weeks of classes. 
Participation

Although no participation marks are given, participation is strongly advised to enhance your learning experience.  Moreover, participation will be expected from every student for group work and other class activities. 
WINTER 2008 SYLABUS for SOC 2911
Note 1 - The Instructor has the right to change the order and/or modify the course outline. 
Note 2 – Be sure to check WebCT throughout the course as quizzes will be posted to assist you in preparing for tests and the final exam. 
Legend: where A =Tuesday and B = Thursday 
January 8   [A] Welcome. Part 2: Syllabus review Part 3: The Research Process (Part I)
January 10 [B] Why do research? Plus, the Research Process (Part II).
January 15 [A] Ethics in Social Research [selected pages - Chapter 3 of textbook]  
January 17 [B] Typical requirements of research ethics boards (REBs). Chapter 3 continued. 
January 22 [A] Perspectives on Research [selected pages - Chapter 1 of textbook]  
January 24 [B] Perspectives on Research – Part II [Chapter 1]  
January 29 [A] Overview of methodological terms and research methods.
January 31 [B] Introduction to Measurement I (Class Handout).
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February 5   [A] Introduction to Measurement II (Class Handout).
February 7   [B] Test One (based on material covered to date – such as handouts and required text readings).  Value = 20% of course grade. 
February 12  [A] Sample instruments used to measure human behavior I (class handout)
February 14  [B] Sample instruments used to measure human behavior II (class handout)
	Feb. 17-23 – READING WEEK


February 26   [A] Chapter 2 of textbook – pages 31-45. Processes of Research - I
February 28   [B] Chapter 2 of textbook – pages 46-54. Processes of Research - II

March 4 [A] Academic Paper due (at start of class). Start Chapter 4 of text.
March 6 [B] Chapter 4 (continued) -  [Topic: Sampling]
March 11 - [A] Elements of a Research Proposal [selected pages from Chapter 5]
March 13 - [B] Test Two (based on all material covered to date – such as handouts and required text readings).  Value = 20% of course grade.
March 18 [A] Interactive Methods – I (Surveys – plus). – Chapter 6 of text. 
March 20 [B] Interactive Methods – II (Surveys – plus). – Chapter 6 of text.
	Aside:  March 24 – Easter Monday (Holiday)


March 25 [A] Introduction to community-based participatory research [handout].
March 27 [B] Qualitative Data Analysis – I [Chapter 7 – selected pages]
April 1 [A] Qualitative Data Analysis – II [Chapter 7 – selected pages]
April 3 [B] Quantitative Data Analysis – I [Chapter 12 – selected pages]
April 8 [A] Quantitative Data Analysis – II [Chapter 12 – selected pages]
April 10 [B]. Term Review 
* All classes end April 10. 

* Final Exam in April scheduled by Registrar.  The exam will cover the entire term’s work.  
* Winter 2008 exams are scheduled from April 14-25.
* Directions of how to complete the required academic paper are found within the next two pages (as appendixes A and B). 
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Appendix A – Academic Paper Guideline – I
	Develop an argument (topic focus) substantiated by a literature review. 
Write an academic essay on any topic related to a social research issue.
Your topic should either be covered in your required textbook, or from class. 
** Please verify your topic with the instructor well before the deadline.

	Due March 4th, 2008
Your paper must be handed in at the start of the class on the due date. If not, a reduction of 10% of the assigned mark per day will be given. 


Please note - marks are assigned for the following requirements: 

· ⌂ Eight full pages (not including cover page) double spaced – typed.  

· ⌂ The cover and references pages are not counted as one of the 8 pages. 
· ⌂ Overall presentation, well written, good cover page and, relevant [14 marks] 
· ⌂ There should not be large gaps between paragraphs. 
· ⌂ Font size no larger or smaller than 12 (regular - Times New Roman)

· ⌂ Include at least 6 references (i.e. from books and journals) to support your main point(s)/argument. Note: citing newspaper articles, websites and dictionaries do not count as a reference. 
· ⌂ Include title of article and list author(s) cited in the references. 

* Format:  In text, cite (author, year). If using a citation (“ ”), cite (main author, year and page number). 
* Be sure to limit the number of citations used (I want to see your work, not someone else). If citing more than one author, use (main author, “et al.”, year). Use MLA or APA format (be consistent).  
-     ⌂ Be sure to check your grammar and spelling. [2 marks]
· ⌂ Number each page. 
· ⌂ Please type your first and last name on each page. 

· ⌂ Staple – no paper clips please. Do not expect the instructor or office to staple for you.

· ⌂ Paper should be easy to read (not faint). 
· ⌂ Integrate terminology addressed in class. [4 marks]
Further, you must include a typed (separate) cover page, which has:

[1] ⌂ Your full name.

[2] ⌂ Title of your essay. 
[3] ⌂ The course number [3K03E] and due date. 

[4] ⌂ The instructor’s full name [Kevin Willison]
Notes:
· The assignment is worth 20% of your final grade. 

· No e-mail attachments are accepted. You must hand in a printed copy in class and, at the start of the class. 

· You may want to find a “buddy” to e-mail your assignment to, to print and hand in on the due date in class, if for some reason you cannot make it to class.
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Appendix B – Academic Paper Guideline – II 
Expectations for Assignments

[a] Try not to be repetitive in what you write. By doing so it appears you are only trying to fill up space.

[b] Check for spelling and grammatical errors.

[c] What you hand in is your work – not someone else’s.  You may receive a grade of zero for the academic paper or the entire course if plagiarism is detected. 

[d] When using citations, be sure to cite your reference source and the page number (if applicable). If used, keep citations in your text as short as possible. 

[e] Have a good beginning and, a good ending. Your ability to write well will reflect upon what grade(s) you receive.

Ten Tips for Writing- Ask Yourself the Following
[1] Does your essay fall within the terms of the assignment?

[2] Does your essay have a clearly stated central idea that the rest of the essay develops and supports? 

[3] Is there evidence in the essay that you have done appropriate and sufficient research? 

[4] Is there an argument presented in a way that supports the thesis/main argument?

[5] Are your arguments supported by appropriate, sufficient and clear evidence?

[6] Do you comment on quotations in a way that shows their relevance to the argument?

[7] Is the topic of each paragraph clear and is that topic clearly related to proving the thesis?

[8] Is the sentence-level grammar correct?

[9] Is there coherence from sentence to sentence and a reasonable transition from paragraph to paragraph?

[10] Do you follow appropriate conventions of documentation, footnoting and bibliography? 
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